
		

																																										NURSES:		A	VOICE	TO	LEAD,	ACHIEVING	THE	SDG’s		

Nurses are the heart and backbone of any health system providing education ,information ,comfort, hope and care 
24/7. The immense sacrifice of a nurse can never be fully understood, unless you yourself are a nurse. Without 
nurses, health services would collapse, and societies would be all the poorer for it.  When leaders meet in 
presidential palaces to celebrate Governments health achievements, nurses’ accolades should be right at the top. 
When statisticians boast about improved life expectancy, nurses’ accolades should be right at the top. When 
surgeons celebrate cutting edge surgical procedures, nurses’ accolades should be right at the top, because without 
nurses, none of these achievements would be possible. When world leaders next meet at the United Nations to tick 
the boxes and celebrate achievements against the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG’s), nurses accolades 
should be right at the top. Nurses work tirelessly on the ground and in the background, and in recent times bear little 
in the way of appreciation from those who they serve.  As decision makers plan health responses and strategies, the 
voice of nurses must be included.  Many nurses go beyond and above their call of duty, and form part of local, 
national and International platforms to advance the Sustainable Development Goals and have a direct hand in 
shaping a better, healthier and more equal world. The absence of good health erodes possibilities for economic 
participation and the contributions of nurses in healthcare make tremendous contribution towards alleviating poverty 
and inequality.    
	
Hospersa	Nurses:	VOICES		LEADING		IN	ACHIEVING	THE	UN	SUSTAINABLE	DEVELOPMENT	GOALS	2030	

‘’By	2030,	end	the	epidemics	of	AIDS	,	TB	…..and	other	communicable	
diseases.’’		South	African	nurses	currently	support	7	million	people	living	with	
HIV	in	South	Africa	and	3	million	people	on	Anti	Retroviral	Treatment.	Nurses	
are	at	the	frontline	of	the	biggest	ART	programme	in	the	world	and	the	5th	
largest	TB	Programme	in	the	world.		In	2015	there	were	454	000	new	TB	
infections,	and	20	000	new	MDR	and	RR	-	TB	cases,	and	nurses	in	South	Africa	
must	be	counted	when	these	statistics	are	unveiled.	

	

Hospersa	nurse	leaders	went	the	extra	mile	this	World	TB	month,	distributing	4000	surgical	masks	and	
spreading	the	message	for	patients	and	health	workers		to	protect	themselves	against	TB	.	Hospersa	also	
handed	out	10	000	HIV-TB	Workers	guides	in	the	hospitals	and	clinics,	to	educate	and	prevent	the	
spread	of	TB	in	health	settings.	



	

	

End	all	forms	of	violence	against	women	and	girls	everywhere	
A	Hospersa	nurse	 leader	was	 central	 to	 the	 success	of	 a	 	 project	 to	 address		
Gender	based	violence	in	the	Meadowlands	Clinic	in	Soweto	,	Gauteng.	Every	
day	as	 clinic	Nurses	deliver	much	needed	health	 services	 to	 the	 community,	
they	were	being	exposed	 to	various	 forms	of	 intimidation,	 verbal	abuse	and	
threats	to	their	personal	safety.	Hostility	and	despise	for	the	nurses	worsened	

amongst	 poor	 and	 frustrated	 community	 members.	 The	 project	 entailed	 a	 series	 of	 multi-	 sector	
dialogues	 and	 engagements.	 	 Resulting	 in	 small	 constructive	 actions	 that	 have	 seen	 improved	
relationships	 and	 reduced	 levels	 of	 hostility	 in	 the	 clinic.	 The	 clinic	 has	 also	 improved	 working	
relationships	 with	 NGO’s	 and	 CBO’s	 to	 improve	 the	 clinics	 ability	 to	 provide	 more	 responsive	 and	
relevant	 services	 to	 victims	 of	 gender-based	 violence	 in	 the	 community.	 Hospersa	 will	 support	 our	
nurse’s	voices,	as	they	lead	in	addressing	these	issues.	

	
	
	
																																													

	
By	2030	achieve	full	and	productive	employment	and	decent	work	for	all	
women	and	men,	including	for	young	people	and	persons	with	disabilities,	
and	equal	pay	for	work	of	equal	value.	

	
Hospersa	nurses	are	in	key	leadership	positions	in	the	trade	unions,	and	make	daily	contributions	to	the	
achievement	of	SDG	8.			Hospersa’s	Godfrey	Selematsela	,	is	a	registered	nurse	for	22	years	and	leads	
the	interests	of		Hospersa’s	67	000	members.	He	is	also	the	President	elect	of	the	Federation	of	Unions	
of	South	Africa	(FEDUSA	)	carrying	the	mandate	and	voice	of	500	000	organised	workers		at	country	
level.		As	a	nurse	leader,	he	is	passionate	about	poverty	alleviation	and	job	creation.		He	currently	serves	



as	the	Vice	President	of	SATUCC,	the	Cluster	Chair	of	Trade	and	Industry	AU	–ECOSOC	and		Co-chair	of	
the	Millenium	Registered	Labour	Council.	Amidst	all	these	hats,	he	still	makes	time	to	keep	in	touch	with	
nursing	practice	on	the	ground	in	clinics	and	hospitals	in	rural	Limpopo.		He	is	certainly	a	voice	through	
leadership	function	and	is	making	many	contributions	towards	achieving	the	Sustainable	Development	
Goals.	
	

Hospersa	takes	pride	in	remembering	the	selfless	contribution	of	thousands	of	nurses	on	International	
Nurses	Day	and	their	daily		challenges	in	cash	strapped	and	overburdened	health	systems	remains	a	
priority	focus	for	the	trade	union.			


